DRUGS & HACE

In 19469 America wos in turmoil. There
were demonstrations against the Wiet-
nam woar and riots in our cCities. The civil
rights movement was growing rapidby.
H.R. Holderman, President Nixon's Chief
of Staff, said., in his diary, that Nixon em-

phasized that " e whoke problem is
recify the biacks. The key is fo devise o

system thet recognizes this while not
appearing fo.” And so today’s war on
drugs began.

Wowy, more than three decades later,
we see how effective that terrible pol-
icy hos become.

o One in three black men between
the ages of 20 and 2% vears old is un-
der corectional supenssion or control.

s According fo the federal Howsehold
Survey, "most cument illicit drug users
are white. Thers were an estimated 2.7
million whites (72 percent of all wsers),
2.0 million blacks (15 percent], and 1.4
million  Hispanics (10 percent] who
were curent illicit drug users in 1998"
And wet, blocks corsfitute 34.8% of
those arrested for drug wviclations, over
42% of those in federal prisons for drug
wviolations., African-Americars comprise
almost 58% of those in state prisors for
drug felonies; Hisponics account for
20.7%.

s America imprisors about the same
number of it's block cifizens as did
South Africa under apartheid.

o In Mew York State 24% of drug of-
fenders serving time in state preon are
either black or Hispanic.

« Regardless of similar or equal levek
of ilicit drug use during pregnancy.
black women are 10 times more likebs
thon white women to be reported to
child welfare agencies for prenatal
drug use.

« The incarceration rate for white men
is &4% per 100,000, For African-American
men, the rate is 4,810 per 100,000; for
Hizspanic men the rate is 1.740 per
100,000, Currenthy there are almost hwo
million children with one or both parents
in prison.

Racist or not, with al these people in
prison at least our streets are safe.. or
are thew? Drug gang related violence
hias escalated in recent years and wil
continue to escalate unless the profits
made possible by drug dealing are sulb-
stantially reduced.

We can no longer afford to encourage
the growth of wiolent gangs by support-
ing prohibitionist policies that make par-
ticipating in the drug trade so lucrative.
The time hos come to learn the lesson
we should hove learmed from the era of
alcohol prohibition.  Prohibition creates
more problems than it sokses.

our current drug laws hove no detemrent
effect on drug dedlers becawe the
profits are so great and the risk of get-
ting caught is slight. Most youths repor
that it s easier to obtain ilegal dogs
than it is to obtain alcohol because the
market for alcohol is regulated and the
black market for drugs is not. Drugs anre
more  ovdilable, more  potent,  and
cheaper than in 1248, There are mors
prisors than ever and theyre bursting at
the seams. People are dying daily in our
streets s g result of drug-business re-
lated viclence.

Dlhvioushy, what weve been doing &
causing more harm than good, espe-
cidlly 1o the block community. We want
safe streetfs. We want to get rid of the
gangs. Wewant to put more money into
programs to help our youth, not put
them in prison, and to help families, not
tear them apart.

Whet should we do?

+ Work to repeal harsh drug laws like
New York’s Rockefeller Drug Laws.

+ Work toward regulating the sale of
the cumently illegal drugs.

We need to put the drug dealers ot of
business once and for aif and take back
control of our neighborhoods.

RECONSIDER our drug policy NOW!




